Reunion or Revolution

Recognizing the diverse familial
configurations in Israel as a widespread
phenomenon and unique social resource,
providing a foundation for a novel and
local urban environment, architecture
and quality of life.
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The characteristics of the “Israeli family” have changed, manifesting not only as a fixed
nuclear unit, but as many diverse and dynamic familial configurations. The project views
this growing phenomenon, shared in every ethnicity and built environment in Israel, as
the rejuvenation of local traditions and values, and as a mechanism to withstand current
social-economic challenges. Despite its prevalence and contributions, the phenomenon
is yet to be addressed by the local planning authorities, who follow design paradigms
which view the nuclear family apartment as the exclusive building and social unit.
Through examination of both traditional local residential complexes, and contemporary
local typologies, the project derives principles for designing diverse familial dwellings.
These principles are implemented in an urban context through a proposed residential
complex located in southern Tel-Aviv. The design forms the complex as an open urban
system, connecting communal amenities and housing, and providing conditions for long
.term community and occupancy for its varied social groups
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Existing Familial dwellings \\ viewing I 5 i aoet ‘ Principles for designing diverse
the nuclear family apartment as the exclusive | i I familial dwellings \\ Based on the
building and social unit. \ architectural-social research, six design
= "3\\\-\ principles were derived as a foundation
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\'/ contemporary familial configurations.
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X[; 3 :";;; 02. The room as a primary living unit

Existing paradigms \\
Mass duplicating typical
nuclear family apartments

03. Interface between communal and public
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The "nuclear family apartment" as Villa Mallr
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01 Replacing the existing paradigm
of duplicating typical apartments

Urban estate Liwan house Rural courtyard complex

02 Identifying continual-communal Traditional local familial complexes

spaces within Loos’s Raumplan

05. Swapping over Sprawling

03 Opening the closed ' _\_‘
building envelope ‘
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06. Unique/unified scale
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Residential Tower Urban-modern arabic complex Cottage apartments

Contemporary residential typologies 04 Creating a central open foyer
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Section A-A \\ Proposed design for the residential complex
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Section B-B \\ Central foyers as the focal space for familil & urban activities
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Section C-C \\ Connectivity to surrounding urban fabric
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\\ Urban activity as an integral part of the dynamic familial life style

Providing both constant spatial values
and flexible areas for adaptation
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Private Private Communal Public
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\\ bounderies and preserved urban amenities e \\ Private - Public

\\ Movement \\ Familial foyers



